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COMMITTEES

Please consider joining one of our Committees. Learn more by 
contacting the project chair.

VOLUNTEERS

We are always looking for volunteers to assist us and members who can 
take the lead on various projects. Please let us know if you have a skill that 
could be of help to ALS. There are many tasks however that do not require 
experience, so anyone can contribute and for those that do require skills, 
Committee Members will be glad to show you how you can help.

THIS CLUB IS YOUR CLUB. PLEASE HELP WHERE YOU CAN. 

For more information about our future projects and where you may 
be able to help, please contact Dave French.
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Hey everybody. For those that don’t 
know me…I was president previously for 
two years and vice president for three. 
Additionally, I’ve been a member of ALS 
for almost 30 years, as well as a life long 
model railroader and railfan. I’m also 
a railroader with 29 years working as a 
laborer, machinist, train conductor and 
locomotive engineer.

I hope everyone enjoyed 2025 at ALS. I’d like to give a big 
thanks to Warren Hockaday and everyone at the club who 
came out and spent A LOT of time keeping our club running. 
Warren, along with Dave French, did a splendid job taking care 
of a lot of behind the scenes stu� that typically goes unnoticed. 
�ere are many unsung heroes who keep the wheels turning 
behind the scenes. I’d also like to recognize our G gauge 
members. �ey have done a spectacular job and added many 
new features. I would like to thank Karen Ward for keeping the 
club newsletter alive and appealing. Just keeping a�er a steady 
supply of photos and interesting information about the club is 
a major task. My hat is o� to Karen…thank you!

Going in to 2026 our mission is the same…keep the club 
beautiful, run trains and have fun— safely. Our club is the 
perfect place to get away from the daily stressors.  �is is 
our own slice of heaven. I believe the main driver is for how 
friendly everyone is. We want people to come back, to join 
us as members, bring their family and friends and help 
spread the word of what a great hobby this truly is.  

If you’re looking for a way to help, please reach out to me.  
We’re always in need of help around the club. We’re always 
in need of help with track. Track work may look complicated 
but it really isn’t. Anyone can do it with a little guidance. Help 
in the kitchen during meets is also an essential component of 
our revenue. Typically, every year, about half of our income 

is through dues. �e rest is revenue generated during meets. 
Richie Eriksen and Mike Parker did a great job keeping lunch 
�owing along with Susan Parker and Karen Ward keeping the 
Emporium well stocked.    

Going forward, I believe our focus should be in three major 
areas:
• Club maintenance. Our track still needs constant 

maintenance. Many of our wood ties are 20-30 years old 
already. Our buildings, including the depot, need TLC. 
Grounds keeping is also an ongoing task in our warmer 
months.

• Recruiting new members. �is club, the hobby as a whole, 
is in a lot of trouble if we don’t focus on attracting young 
people. Getting the word of our existence out there is just as 
crucial as �nding potential recruits that are a good �t in our 
organization. �is also includes how we treat people. Some 
people are really good at sharing their knowledge in a way 
that the una�liated can embrace. Some people are good at 
delegating and educating the less experienced. Maintaining 
a positive experience and environment is the key in people 
wanting to return.  

• Education. I believe we haven’t gone far enough tapping 
into local colleges as resources for young minds learning 
engineering skills. I think this may be a good source of the 
next generation here at ALS. �e big thing is don’t drive 
them away! �at wide-eyed kid, asking a litany of questions 
may be a young adult that comes back with his family and 
builds a life around this club. Do your best to be friendly. 
We were all new here at some point.  

Rule # 1 is to have fun (safely). If you aren’t having fun, go back 
to Rule #1.  

�ank you and see you at the club,
Chris Rittner
President

By Chris Rittner

MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PRESIDENT
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Looking back along the train and on ahead, down the tracks: 

�e past 4 years have been very tumultuous in many ways for our club, but by the Grace of 
God, we have met the many challenges that we faced and have not only overcome them, we 
have accomplished many other things at the same time. I will not look back on the trials and 
tribulations that we faced but I would like to look at all that we have accomplished. 

First and foremost, we have a Board of Directors and a core group of members (both local 
and out of state) who have generously given of their time, treasure, and talent to the better-
ment of our club! We have most importantly all been pulling in the same direction and as a 
result we have brought our newsletter, Whistles in the Woods, to the next level, designed and 
printed a take away rack card for train shows, did upgrades to our website, made it possible 
to receive funds electronically, and have internet on the property. In addition, we have accom-
plished a good number of improvements on the property and around the track. To name a 
few, we have refurbished the Snyders Crossing Shanty, completed the exterior of LR Tower, 
releveled and repainted Bossert Bridge, and completed ¾ of the Cardish Cut retaining wall. We 
have also replaced several hundred feet of badly worn rail, replaced many track panels that had 
rotted ties with new plastic tie panels, and leveled various sections of track which were raised by 
root growth. Of note, we received many complements at the fall meet that our track has vastly 
improved, with a couple of Paci�cs having no derailing problems. Along with the track, we have 
been continuing to make progress on our signal system, another never ending job, and have 
been moving forward with a new digital, WiFi capable design which will aid us as we continue 
toward getting the entire railroad signaled.

So in conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who has done so much to help keep our 
club alive and well, and our club activities successful. I am very much looking forward to 
continuing to take an active part in the future of the Adirondack Live Steamers and hope that 
you are as well.

Warren Hockaday 
Past President

LOOKING DOWN THE TRACK

Dave French working on the 
wiring for the bidirectional 

signals on the southern 
division just past Busse 
Tunnel on a crisp late 
October afternoon.

�ank you Warren... 
for all the countless hours and hard work as president for the past two years! You have 

accomplished so much to not only maintain the club but to help advance it. We also 
would like to thank Iris, your wife, for her patience and support during your presidency.
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By Warren Hockaday

NEW MAINTENANCE OF WAY EQUIPMENT

Some time ago, ALS member Mark Landgraf spotted 
a walk behind leaf blower at a garage sale and purchased 
it with the thought that it might be useful at the club. 
Michael Parker took on the project and brought it home 
to get it running. With a new carburetor purchased and 
installed it was up and running. At this point, I started 
formulating some ideas on how it could be adapted to 
a piece of rolling stock to be able to push it ahead of 
the train. As seen in the photos here and on the cover, 
I ended up making a MOW car with three adjustable, 
dampered nozzles, a�ectionately known as Ghidorah 
(thanks Dave), the three headed monster. �e car has 
been very e�ective even in the deep cut past Ott Tunnel 
and is saving many exhausting hours of labor. n
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By Warren Hockaday

MACHINE SHOP/WARM STORAGE

We have been making a lot of progress 
during the last few years on this 
project which has �nally been coming 
to fruition. A�er some modi�cations 
to the tank installation, we have our 
furnace up and running. We also have 
the tubing for the slab heating secured 
at the wall for future use if needed. 
A�er relocating quite a bit of things 
that had been stored in the building, 
we have relocated much of the 
machine shop equipment that we had 

stored for years into the machine shop, 
including the lathe and drill press that 
had been residing in the depot. A big 
thank you goes out to Scott Sidusky 
for moving all that equipment. As in 
so many of our projects many people 
have a hand in making things come 
together. Some of our former members 
had a hand in the construction of the 
building and then recently myself, 
Tom Sadlon, Mike Parker, Dave and 
Nancy French, and Don Buesing 

all put in some e�ort in completing 
the building, putting in the power, 
lights and heat, and relocating the 
equipment.

In the future, we need to extend the 
transfer table rail to the machine shop, 
refurbish some of the equipment, 
install shelving, etc. Anyone interested 
in helping with this project should 
contact Scott Sidusky. n
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By Chuck Bauer

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S UPDATE

Well, kids — we’re 
getting ready to wrap up 
another year. Elections 
are over, leaves are fallen, 
and — although we had 
a few preliminary teases 
— now we’ve had the 
�rst o�cial real snow for 
the season. We’ve seen 
our membership begin to 
grow again, and I think 
that that’s a good sign. 
I guess, while I’m on that 
topic, I’ll introduce our 
latest inductees.

New Regular Members:
David Campbell from Salem NY— a big Denver, South 
Park, and Paci�c fan
Susan Sharpe and Richard Oswald from South Amboy 
NJ— a long-distance pair from the ‘south’

And an Associate:
John Esposito from Union NJ — another (NJ!) gauge one 
guy ... that’s growing fast these days too

Finally, a Junior:
Oliver Shoemaker from Middlegrove, NY — Richard 
Dean’s grandson-in-‘training’

Perhaps a shuttle bus service needs to be facilitated running 
down to NJ. I did that commute for 25 years or so before 
moving here permanently. Who’s next? I have a ‘way’ with 
�nding homesteads.

As I mentioned, in spite of our best e�orts, we continue 
to grow, adding new faces and skills to our membership.  
And, coming soon, it’ll be time to �ll out those renewal 
applications (don’t forget that release too). I’m preparing 
myself for the onslaught of those pending paper piles. 

But, with that task will come the veri�cation process to 
ensure that all of our records are updated. Over time, things 
can change (like email addresses, for example, and yes: I 
have a couple needing �xing). I remain hopeful that, once 
this exercise is completed, my ‘so big and so deep and so 
tall’ spreadsheet will accurately re�ect all the data we need 
going forward. Another item on that ‘�lling in the forms’ 
process you’ll all be performing soon: Warren had come up 
with a thought for keeping track of the multitude of areas 
our various members are able to assist with (like trackwork, 
grounds, kitchen, et cetera). It’d be real helpful if all y’all 
would �ll in those blanks on the application/renewal form, 
so your management team has an idea of who to ask when 
we’re planning on undertaking a project. Remember: it’s 
your club, and your help is needed, as well as appreciated, 
not to mention the old ‘many hands make light work’ thing 
we’ve all heard before. It really does. And it can really be 
a fun time too, when there’s a collection of characters (ah, 
yup) showing up to accomplish a task. It’s always satisfying 
to be able to point out something to your friends and family 
— or even to the rest of the membership — that you helped 
to do.

One last thing on my list of special requests: when you’re 
putting your info — and especially the email address — 
on the form, please do try to make it so’s I can decipher 
it. Having little to no foreign language expertise, please 
don’t make me have to guess, or go looking for ya for a 
translation. �anks in advance. (Big wet kiss goes here.)

�at oughta be enough of my pep talk for this edition.  
Meanwhile, enjoy the holiday season, be safe, stay warm, 
and remember to get those forms and checks out in a timely 
fashion. And I’ll see you all at the club. (You do know we 
do stu� in the cold sometimes, right?) As Santa says: 
Merry Christmas to all!  n
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By Doug Flanagan

GAUGE 1 UPDATE

I guess it has been over a year since 
I updated everyone on what we have 
been doing inside tanglefoot (where 
we gauge 1 folks hang out). It has 
been a busy year. I think the last time 
I wrote, we had just been hit by 
another falling tree and were looking 
for donations to help rebuild. Well, 
with Tom Comito leading the e�ort, 
the upper loop was rebuilt. We also 
re-laid the track on the back side 
to smooth out the rough (in all 
dimensions!) spots. �is year Tom 
built a new track that connects the 
upper and lower loops. �is has been 
a great addition as you can now put 
your non-electric trains on the track 
without getting on your hands and 
knees and then run them down to 
the lower loop and yards.

Speaking of the lower, or ground, loop, 
we have greatly expanded the yard to 
six tracks. Add to that a new passing 
track, another siding, and an approach 
track to a turntable. �at’s right, a new 
turntable! �anks to the time, money, 
and work put in by Steve Wildermuth, 
we now have a working turntable! �is 
allows us to turn a locomotive on the 
ground loop without having to pick 
it up! 

A few other things have been done as 
well, Steve built and we have installed 
a “crossing” for people to walk over to 
get inside the ground loop. We decided 
not to yet-again buy a huge canopy 
a�er the new one (less than two years 
old!) was crushed by another falling 
tree. Instead we opted for a smaller 
(and less expensive) one, which has 

been set up. We also added a few more 
work tables since we lost most of them.
�ose are the highlights of our past 
year or more. We still have a lot of 
ideas and plans for new projects, but 
as of the end of this season things 
are running well and we should have 
everything back running well again 
before the spring meet. We had many 
“run days” this past year, including the 
spring and fall meets, and the fall blow 
down. Everyone is welcome to bring 
any gauge 1 (“G” gauge) trains they
have to run. While anything non-
electric (live steam or battery 
powered) can run anywhere on the 
“layout”, only the ground tracks are 
fully electri�ed. If you need help 
getting something working, we might 
be able to help you! n
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By Karen Ward

PLANS FOR 2026

I would like to begin by giving a 
HUGE SHOUT OUT to Scott Sidusky 
on behalf of all of us ladies who set up 
shop and work in the depot. We have 
been anxiously waiting for the day 
when the drill press and lathe would 
be moved out of the depot so that we 
could free up space around the tables 
for our meets and meetings. �at 
day has �nally come! Scott moved the 
pieces of heavy equipment by himself 
to the machine shop where it is more 
likely to be used and in the process has 
made us ladies at the club very happy. 
�ank you Scott!

Now that the space has been freed up, 
I would like to schedule a Phase 1 clean 
up day for the main hall of the depot 
sometime in 2026 and I hope you 
will help. I am providing a list to give 
everyone an idea of what tasks I would 
like to accomplish in Phase 1. As you 
will see many of the tasks don’t require 
brut strength (that was already done 
by Scott). As you review the list please 
consider helping with one or more 
items on the list and be a super hero 
too. Once a date has been selected, an 
announcement will be emailed. n

Scott Sidusky...our Super Hero!!

Move all tables and chairs out of the depot

Discard any chairs in bad condition

Wipe down all tables and chairs with cleaning solution

Remove all the photos and artwork from the walls

Dust o� all photos and artwork

Dust the walls using swi�er mop or vacuum

Clean all counters with cleaning solution

Clean co�ee station pot, cups, and counter

Vacuum around windows

Windex all windows both inside and out

Clean the refrigerator inside and out with bleach water

Organize paperwork on the sign-in table

Sweep/vacuum the �oors

Hose out and bleach mop �oors

Rehang photos and artwork

Bring tables and chairs back into the depot

Depot Task List (Phase 1)

My first attempt at an AI generated image.

If there are enough volunteers and time allows, we would also tackle the three bathrooms to clean sinks, toilets, and �oors, 
as well as install the molding to �nish framing the wainscoting. 
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NEWS & HAPPENINGS

POLISH COMMUNITY 
CENTER TRAIN SHOW
by John Camerota

On Saturday, November 22nd, ALS members Richie 

Eriksen, CJ Wegner, and myself set up the Adirondack 

Live Steamers’ display at the Albany Toy Train Operating 

Society’s (TTOS) Fall show.

The show was very well attended. Having attended this 

show for many years now, I personally haven’t seen the 

parking lot at the Polish Community Center as full as it 

was. People were even parking out on the frontage 

road that parallels Washington Avenue Extension.

Everyone who was there, either vendors or those with 

displays commented on how well attended this show 

was. This event kicks off the winter train show season 

for Adirondack Live Steamers. A good time is had by 

all explaining to fellow railroad enthusiasts what we do. 

These shows also function to help recruit those who 

have an interest in railroads of a larger scale.  

Having Gauge 1 on the property helps folks break into 

outdoor model railroading. People who have an interest 

in railroads, nature, construction, fabrication, and history 

also get a little taste of what we do. n

ALS 2026 CALENDAR
by Karen Ward

Our newly elected president, Chris Rittner and the Board 

of Directors will be working on the 2026 ALS calendar 

soon. Once the dates are confirmed, the calendar will be 

posted on the ALS website www.AdirondackLiveSteamers.

org under the Current Schedule of Events tab. It will also 

be announced in our next Dispatcher’s Notice email.

Also remember, New Year’s Day a few brave souls run 

trains. This is not a club event but a tradition for some 

members. It is usually weather dependent and not 

guaranteed that members will go but there’s a good 

chance someone will be there. n

NEIGHBORING CLUBS
Check out our neighboring clubs news and 2026 schedule:

Finger Lakes Live Steamers �ngerlakeslivesteamers.org

Montreal Live Steamers montreallivesteamers.org

New Jersey Live Steamers njlivesteamers.org

Pennsylvania Live Steamers palivesteamers.org

Pioneer Valley Live Steamers pioneervalleylivesteamers.org

Waushakum Live Steamers waushakumlivesteamers.org

MANY THANKS!

Thank you to John Camerota, Richie Eriksen and his nephew CJ Wegner for taking time out to represent ALS at all the 

train shows this year. 

THE NEXT TRAIN SHOW DOWN THE LINE...

Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show, Springfield, MA
January 24 & 25, 2026
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE 
CANNONBALL BALLAST CAR

CONTACT: Nikki Soden, email nsoden@nycap.rr.com, text or call 518-727-5743. 

Car was previously owned by stepfather Charlie Selteneck, ALS member 

about 20 years ago

• 7 1/4 gauge

• Dimensions 16 inches wide x 4 ft long and 16 inches high

Asking price: $1,500 (price negotiable)
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

CONTACT: Steve Ianno, speed.ianno@yahoo.com, 518-391-8363 (no calls after 4 pm). Parts can be shipped if 

needed, shipping fees are extra and not part of the item cost. All other items are pick up only.

• Hopper car: $1,000

• Black gondola, needs floor and trucks: $750 

• Aluminum gondola: $1,200

• Berkshire Steamer Project Engine: $6,500 or best offer

• Caboose: $1,700• O and flat car with army tank: $1,500

• Black gondola w/no floor or trucks (wood, gas cans 

and signal lights not included): $750

Ad continues on the top of page 13.
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CLASSIFIEDS

   
FOR SALE

CONTACT: Send inquiries to Dan Willis, email: willis.danj@gmail.com or call 203-510-5345.

• Plumcove Flat Cars:
o 1 Plumcove Flat Car w/chair:  $450 w/solid couplers OR $500 w/Tom Bee couplers
o 1 Plumcove Flat Car w/details: $450 w/solid couplers OR $500 w/Tom Bee couplers
o 1 Plumcove Flat Car w/cattle basket: $450 w/solid couplers OR $500 w/Tom Bee couplers

• Wooden Refrigerator Car: $1,000

• 6 sets of Mountain Car (now Titan Trains) spring-loaded couplers: $75/pair

• GP38/39 Train Project: $5,300
o Nearly complete with many detail parts. Needs to be put together.
o Can be electric or gas.
o Gas components include motors, hydro drive, gearing, mounts, gas tank.
o Has electric motor, mount and drive components.
o Rebuilt, never used trucks.

• Green and white F7 dummy engine 7 1/2 gauge: $3,100 • Silver F7 engine 5 1/5 hp, 7 1/4 gauge (will finish): $13,500

CONTACT: Steve Ianno, speed.ianno@yahoo.com, 518-391-8363 (no calls after 4 pm). Parts can be shipped if 

needed, shipping fees are extra and not part of the item cost. All other items are pick up only.

FOR SALE
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IS THERE A PROJECT YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO TACKLE AT ALS

Let us help you get the word out. We can:

• email requests for help via our Dispatcher’s Notice

• create a help wanted ad in the classifieds section of 

our Whistle in the Woods newsletters

• post a notice on the ALS Facebook page

SEND DETAILS OF YOUR PROJECT TO:

Karen Ward at karen-creative@nycap.rr.com

Adirondack Live Steamers
c/o Pete Petrillose
41 Goode Street
Burnt Hills, NY12027

The Biggest Little Railroad in the Northeast




